HITLER
vocation as a painter was not perhaps one of the deepest,
he had an undeniable leaning towards architecture.
He stopped on for five years in Vienna, five years of
pretty grinding poverty, during which he doggedly
pursued his studies, working as a day-labourer the while,
and reading any and every book he could lay hands on.
All his ideas, he tells us, were formed at this time, and
it was now, too, that he learnt to understand men.
Above all, it was now that he came to hate the Hapsburg
monarchy, and now that he conceived his social ideas,
his distrust of social-democracy and Marxism, and his
violent anti-Semitism.
In 1912, Adolf Hitler left Vienna for Munich, a city
of which he was particularly fond and where, if only on
account of the Bavarian dialect, he felt much more at
home than in the Austro-Hungarian capital. He began
to take up a line of politics hostile to the Austro-German
alliance which, according to him, was bound to end in
catastrophe, and he affirmed that the first task that ought
to claim attention was the destruction of Marxism.
When the war broke out, he succeeded in enlisting in a
Bavarian regiment.
He went through the war with enthusiasm. 'There
began for me then,3 he afterwards wrote, "as for every
German, the most unforgettable, and the sublimest days
of mj^e^rtHY existence^. He was wounded-a^d^Jiogpi-
tal when, in 1918, he learnt simultaneously of the armis-
tice and the revolution. He had nearly lost his eyesight
and, though spared that disaster, he was obliged to give
up his drawing. He made a solemn vow that he would
devote his life to the welfare of his country.
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